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QUEERS IN SPACE VANCOUVER 

Manifesto 
Queers in Space Vancouver is a collective of 
artists, designers, planners, and community 
activists formed to recognize, aniculare, and 

promote the presence of ''queer" "space" in our 
public environments. Queer space is always in 

Aux because of a range of social, economic, 
culmral and polirical dynamics. Queer space can 

be defined as that which is inhabited and 
frequented by sexual minoriries and where 

alliances are formed. Many of these public queer 
spaces are barely concreti1'.ed and are ephemeral 

and nomadic. But ocher queer sites are 
increasingly "stable" and strarcgic. The resulring 

communities are better able to fosrer respect, 
security, and freedom of expression and, in turn, 
propagare new alliances. The heart of our work 
in Queers in Space Vancouver is rbe celebration 

and (re}consrruction of communiry. 

Queer Space is: queered by desire•ofi:en 
unsafe•an arenaltheatre/opera•(Oscar) 

Wtldc•compriscd of woes of play• transformed 
by (queer) bodies•dramaric, 

ourrageous•ordinary•lefi:-handed•ofi:en 
gendered before eroricized•frequenrcd by 

straight males•rhere is no there, rbcre•sometimes 
politicized•increasingly valued and 

markerable•visible and invisible•Sronewall 
1969•ofi:cn safer for women•intrigu.ing•not 
always in a gherro•an infra-thin•a sexual 

construcr•.tOnal• eroticized• lacking 
imaginarion•often straight space•often 

camouAaged•somewherc over the rainbow• 
inter/ trans national•" not in Kansas 

anymore"•Paris 1968 

For further information on Queers in Space 
Vancouver, contact: Sy[r,ain Bombardiu, Anne-

Marie Bouthilktte anlbom@unixg.ubc.ca, 
Michael Carroll. Trolley Bus, Michael Hoeschen 
michaelh@wimsey.com, j1f Cibso11, Michael 

Howell mhowell@uni.xg.ubc.ca, Bryan Langlands, 
Gordon Brent Ingram, !an Pringle 

ipringle@web.apc.org, &rhken Morrissry. 
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