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The common element in th1s col· 
lection of essays, Clayoquot & Dissent is an old 
growth forest ecosystem on Vancouver Island 
called Clayoquot Sound. Each essay in the col-
lection examines the conflict surrounding the 
deCISIOn of the prov1noal government of British 
Columb•a, to c!ear-cut log 1n Clayoquot 
through a o.fferent lens. Each author highl1ghts 
different problems and proposes different solu-
tions. In this w ay, the essays are a metaphor for 
the conflict 1tself for. the actual social conflict 
surround1ng the Sound is a complex and di-
verse as the forest ecosystem itself. 

Between them, the essays provide a 
deta1led h1story of the conflict In " The Ecology 
of a Conflict," Gordon Brent Ingram, opens his 
essay witn a long, somewhat monotonous but 
crucial, list of the major events His chronicle 
opens in September of 1979 w ith the found1ng 
of The Friends of Clayoquot Sound and ends a 
decade and half later in September of 1994. It's 
a d•stress•ng outline and bas1cally goes like th1s 
- clear-cut logging, blockades, arrest, forestry 
y•eld mcreases, series of fa1led government 
tasks forces. more blockades and arrests, more 
government wh1tewash. inadequate compro-
mise. escalated blockades, hundreds of arrests, 
national outrage, international boycotts, 
'forestry reform' and finally, f1fteen years later . 
"the cont1nuing problems in Clayoquot Sound 
are temporarily out of the public's mmd. Clear-
cut 10gging continues at a rap1d pace"(' 7). 

Ingram outlines the complexity o f 
the conflict and highlights government inept-
ness and bureaucratic dysfunction in finding a 
'solution'. My advice IS to grab a coffee and 
plod through th1s Information because it high-
lights the d1versity of the C layoquot Sound 
ecosystem as well as the number and variety 
of 1nterest groups f1ghting over what to do 
with the trees that live there By forong us to 
grapple with the complexity of th is conflict, 
Ingram discredits the simplist ic binary of the 
'jobs vs. environment' debate which has been 
force fed to us by sensational and shallow 
media coverage and supported by Industry 
propaganda. 

Ingram urges forest activists to move 
beyond narrow green dogmat1sm and learn to 
listen to and work w1th members of the log-
ging communities - yes, th1s means hanging 
out in Port Alberni for longer then it takes to 
put gas in your car on the way to Tofino. The 
simple fact that 20,000 loggers invaded Vic-
toria last year to protest any decrease in cutting 
levels on Vancouver Island should make it obvi-
ous that ,t's time ''orest protectors' and 
'tree cutters' to Sit down and chat. 

Ingram provides us w ith a strong 
foundation for a politiCal analysis of the conflict 
in Clayoquot Sound. However, he neglects the 

soc1al and cultural d1mensions of this cris1s By 
do1ng so, he fails to place Clayoquot where 1t 
should be, which is at the at the centre of the 
latest round in the valley by valley 'battle for 
the trees' in British Columbia. Ingram ignores 
the fact that 'saving' Clayoquot Sound will not 
end the forestry conflict in BC. or bring us 
closer to undermining the social and cultural 
assumptions at the root of our globa. ' eco1ogi-
ca cnsis'. 

Loys Mamgon, in h1s essay 
"Ciayoquot: Recovering From Cultural Rape," 
examines the conflict from the cultural angle 
that Ingram neglects. He circumvents political 
analysis, totally ignores debates about " Forest 
Practices Codes" and 1ns1sts that we ponder 
the culture that produced th1s cnsis. Our cul-
ture, Mamgon argues, has been · raoed" by 
technology and "usurped by technocratiC 
pseudo-culture" (158). He depicts rad1cal envi-
ronmentalists as cultural sav1ors batt ling to save 
us all from 'ecosuicide'. 

The essay paints a naive picture of 
'radiCal environmentalists' but otherwse pro-
vides a helpful crit1que of the technology de-
pendent, progress worshipping culture we live 
1n. Ma1ngon links the mandates of powerful 
corporations with their sophisticated publ1c re-
lations campaigns to the passive compliance of 
the "mainstreaming" media. In doing so, he 
demonstrates how ecological values are miS-
represented, margmalized and therefore, 
"raped" o' the1r cultural meanings. 

Ronald Hatch's essay, t tied the 
"Ciayoquot Show Tnals," 1ooks at the 
Clayoquot conflict from the perspective of 
stuffy rooms 1n the Supreme Court of Brit1sh 
Columbia. This rigorously researched essay ex-
amines an important aspect of the conflict 
which until now has been sadly neglected The 
only trees in th .s Clayoquot story have long 
since been convened .nto intimidating plat-
forms built to elevate 'his lordship', tne JUdge, 
above society's delinquents engaged in CIVIl 
disobedience 1n order to save the forest. 

In the summer and fall of 1993, al-
most a thousand protesters were arrested 1n 
Clayoquot Sound. It took almost a year for 
'the authorities' to herd the • arrestees' 
through :he BC. 'inJustice' system. Hatch 
pomts out that no one, including lawyers, 
Judges, defendants, the police or government 
offiCials. was happy With the way the trials 
were conducted. I personally attended the ma-
jority of the "Ciayoquot trials" and can only 
describe the trials as a JOke - sometimes funny, 
but most often sad. 

Hatch refers to the tnals as ·show 
tnals" which s a:so a enlightening descnpt•on. 
Judge after Judge sentenced the Clayoquot 
protesters to excess1ve Jail sentences and f1nes 
to "show" us the dangers of publiC d1ssent 
and discourage further "i llegal tantrums". 

Hatch also effectively highlights the 
absolute absurd1ty of the trials. In brief, 
Clayoquot 'arrestees' were denied the•r indi-
vidual legal right to defend themselves and 
were often not given time to consult lawyers 
They were charged with 'criminal contempt' of 
court for an act of civil disobedience, which 
'coincidentally' saved Macmillan Bloedel the 
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hassle, expense and embarrassment of f iling 
civil suits against the blockaders Protesters 
who committed the same 'crime' were given 
vastly different sentences - it seems punish-
ments depended on the mood of the judge. 
Defense lawyers revealed that the RCMP pro-
vided Macmillan Bloedel w ith " mug shots" 
and detailed personal information on all 'ar-
restees' . And the list goes on .. Anyone who 
still believes that justice system in British 
Columbia is a fair arbitrator should carefully 
read this essay. 

Hatch provides us w ith a launch 
pad from which we may start to fu lly under-
stand how this 'battle for the trees' is only a 
small part of a much bigger struggle. His ex-
tensive bibliography lists sources w hich may 
otherwise have remained hidden in a quag-
mire of government whitewash and oppres-
sive judicial bureaucracy. 

Dr. Maurice Gibbons' essay, "The 
Clayoquot Papers," fi lls a space that, despite 
their diversity, all the other essays miss - per-
sonal experience. Dr. Gibbons eloquently tells 
us the story of his arrest and trial. In doing so. 
he translates for his readers the powerful 
emotional energy of the blockades at the 
Kennedy River Bridge. 

The momentum of the Clayoquot 
protest and social conflict peaked in the sum-
mer of 1993 and has now faded. These essays 
are, in essence, a reflection and an important 
after-the-fact analysts of the biggest illegal 
protest in Canadian history. It seems on the sur-
face that change did not evolve out of this con-
flict- the trees are still falling at an ever increas-
ing rate. However, sometimes change is subtle. 

Christopher Hatch opens his con-
cluding essay. "The Clayoquot Protests: One 
Year Later " w ith a question - "Did the Clayo-
quot protests fa il"(199)? Hatch admits that on 
the ground the status quo is strongly in place 
but highlights that in a broader sense change 
has happened. He sites various initiatives of the 
provincial government of British Columbia to 
tmprove forestry pract tces and industry initia· 
tives to 'green' their images as evidence of this 
change. Well, it's not the most encouraging 
news but its an important start. 

However, perhaps change took 
place in some almost imperceptible ways. 
Tzeporah Berman, in her essay " Takin' tt 
Back," explores this idea. Berman highlights 
the accomplishments of the Peace Camp, the 
most important of which was the power of 
this special community to act as a vehicle for 
social change. Berman writes, "Ult imately, the 
struggle is not only a struggle for "wilder· 
ness" or sound forest practices but funda-
mentally a st ruggle w ith how we interact with 
the natural world ... " (6). Reading Cfayoquot & 
Dissent should be a priority for anyone en-
gaged in th is struggle. 

• • • Jill Thomas is currently pursuing her 
Master's in Environmental Studies at York 
University. She worked at the Clayoquot 
Resource Center during the Clayoquot trials in 
Vtctoria, BC. .... . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . 
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The Chicago Gangster Theory of 
Life: Nature's Debt to Society, 
by Andrew Ross, New York: 
Verso, 1994. 

Reviewed by Mark Lut es 

T hat Andrew Ross has his finger 
on the pulse of North American cultural poli-
tics became evident to me when, shortly after 
reading his The Chicago Gangster Theory of 
Life, I began cl ipping a large stack of newspa-
pers that had piled up over Chnstmas. There I 
found Globe and Mail arts columnist Robert 
Fulford, lamenting the popular wisdom that 
virtue and capitalism are at odds, and embrac-
ing the "reasonable idea" that "w e w ill be 
more intelligent when we embrace the natural 
destres that gtve rise to capt tal ism." I then 
found a lengthy and circumspect G&M editor-
ial which noted that we are being 'geneticized ' 
by the saturation coverage of research cla im-
ing genetic origins for more and more areas of 
human behaviour and health. Next was a story 
of a Manhattan subway car explosion " spark-
ing fears of a new terrorist assault in the heart 
of the financial district." Ross has a lot to say 
about these and many other current fascina-
tions of popular discourse; little of it original 
but all of it Interesting, and written w tth hu-
mour and a keen insight into the political ptt· 
falls of current environmental discourse. 

The Chicago Gangster IS a lively and 
very readable critique of cultural locations 
where ideas and discourses of culture and ecol-
ogy intersect. Ross seems to suffer from the typ· 
ically postmodernist fear of being insufficiently 
complex- thus he tells very complex and irontc 
stories that combtne, pull apart, Juxtapose and 
cnt tque the stories, images and ideas o rculattng 
through popular culture. Ross' genre of 'post-
modern cultural cnttCism,' could be read as the 
mutant offspring of post-structuralist literary 
cnticism and nature wnttng. Thmk of a Barry 
Lopez, informed by all the preoccupations of 
postmodern and poststructuralist theory (e.g. 
suspicious of essentialism, origin stories, binary 
dualisms and totalizing theory), writing about 
various sites in modern culture where ideas of 
nature Intersect wtth struggles for liberation 
and social change tn the context of relattons of 
power, race. class and gender. Yet Ross' stream-
of-cultural-consciousness writ ing style propels 
the reader almost effortlessly through this 
somettmes bizarre array of subject matter. 

The Chicago Gangster follows the 
format of Ross' 1991 book, Strange Weather: 
Culture. Science and Technology in the Age of 
Limits. It examines disparate areas of cultural 
responses to issues, events and movements -
debates about cultural preservation in 
Polynesia, the bombing of the World Trade 
Center, media images of ecology and the Gulf 
War, the men's movement and ecofeminism, 
and SOCiobiology - in a senes of chapters con-
nected by a loosely structured set of common 
themes. These sites are important to Ross be-
cause the discourses and ideas that inform and 
emerge from them play a cruc1al role 1n defin-
ing and delimiting the potential for pohttCal 

and social change. Ross offers a trenchant cri-
tique of what he sees as poli ttca lly regresstve el-
ements of alternative movements and cultural 
trends. 

Ross takes the t itle for his book from 
a passage tn sociobiologist Rtchard Dawkins' 
The Selfish Gene: 

Like successful Chicago gang-
sters, our genes have survived, in some 
casas. for millions of years. in a highly 
petitive world. This entitles us to expect 
certain qualities in our genes. I argue that a 
predominant quality to be expected in a 
successful gene is ruthless self ishness. This 
gene selfishness w ill usually give rise to 
selfishness in individual behaviour (254). 

The kind of circu lar reasoning employed here by 
Dawkins, involving the use of often suspect 
metaphors from human life to conceptualize 
nature, then reading them back on social life as 
deterministic laws, is for Ross a pervastve fea-
ture of all the areas of cultura l politics covered 
1n this volume. This tendency underlies the matn 
themes running through Ross' essays: f irst, the 
hazards of appealing to the authority of 'nature' 
to explatn and legitimate problems that are 
rooted in social relations of domination and in-
equality, is a crit ique of a trend he sees in eco-
logical discourse that preaches denial, scarcity 
and limits, which for Ross are incompatible with 
a progressive political project. This discourse of 
limits. he argues, is closely linked to coercive 
forms of social control and the logic of corpo-
rate capttallsm, and is closely linked to the mis-
guided attempt to f ind gwdance for human af-
fairs 1n laws of nature. 

The first chapter, the longest and 
most fu lly developed, examines the complex 
w ays that dtscourses of cultural preservation 
have played out in pol itical, cultural and acad-
emic debates over ethnic identity in the 
Polynesian South Paoftc Islands. The stories 
that Ross tel ls about these tslands are always 
informed by an ironic appreCiation of thetr role 
as the " birthplace of modern ecological ro-
mantlctsm" (28). and the role of the1r inhabi-
tants as a backdrop for European stories of 
noble savages, scarcity and abundance, cultural 
destruction. and encounters of Westerners 
with 'pnmitive Others'. Ross wants to subvert 
the standard stories told by or for Westerners 
about Polynesian culture, while aware of the 
fact that his may be yet another contribution to 
this tradttton. But, he says, "I w il l press on any-
way, in the hope that smce my stories are nei-
ther romantic nor apocalyptic, they may help to 
dissipate the power of the genres that have fu-
eled th1s long obsession" (28). Ross cautions 
against an attitude of uncritical respect for tra-
ditional values, w hich has been mobilized to le-
gitimate corrupt and authontanan govern-
ments in places such as Fij i, where the island's 
tradit ional elite sponsored a mili tary coup 
against a newly elected and moderately left-
leaning government. The contradictions of 
Polynesian cultural polit ics emerge most fully in 
an extended examination of a Mormon-run 
'ethnic theme park' in Hawati. 

In his examtnations of various sites 
of 'cultural politics', Ross usually manages to 
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