the lies project, 2004 2005

by Emily Hermant

This first work in the series is grounded by the idea that our world is made up of lies of all shapes, sizes, and
persuasions, and that in fact these constructs bind our universe together. I began by collecting hundreds of donat-
ed lies at lying booths set up around Montreal. I then embroidered these in white stitch on white silk, in a font
designed from handwriting. My interest in using the stitch was to weave the ephemeral quality of the lies, both
materially and metaphorically, and to give the lies a life and immediacy through texture and image. I then treated
the embroideries chemically, dissolving the silk fabric — their support — leaving behind only the stitch. The
embroideries were then pinned, in single file, a string of lies just off the walls of a gallery. I lit them from behind
and above, creating a prominent shadow from each embroidered lie. The shadow cast is more visible to the eye
than the white embroidery against the white wall, challenging how we read “truth.” I have since explored how to
translate the tactile qualities of the project onto the Internet, in a web version of the lies project. www.theliespro-
ject.com
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